Stars and Planets
Plate 1: The Orion Nebula
Star Birth

Plate 1: The Orion Nebula. Above is a mosaic image of the Orion Nebula, a stellar nursery, as
seen by the Hubble Space Telescope in 1995. The Orion Nebula is 1,500 light years away and the
small portion shown is 2.5 light years across. (One light year is 9.5 trillion km.) The Orion Nebula
is one of many giant clouds of gas and dust in our galaxy in which stars are currently forming.
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